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Class II biological safety cabinets 

 

Introduction 

  This Japanese Industrial Standard was established in 1994 with reference to NSF/ 
ANSI 49 Biosafety Cabinetry : Design, Construction, Performance, and Field Certifica-
tion. This revision was initiated to update the contents of this Standard in keeping 
with the advance in testing technique and in light of the importance of in-site verifica-
tion of the cabinet performance, as well as to respond to the revision of NSF/ANSI 49 
in 2014.  

  No corresponding International Standard has been established at this point. 

1  Scope 

  This Standard specifies the performance, structure and material requirements, as 
well as the test methods of Class II biological safety cabinets. A Class II biological 
safety cabinet includes an exhaust duct and a remote blower connected to it, if any. 
This Standard is not applicable to classic type Class II cabinets in which the positive 
pressure contaminated plenum is directly in contact with the outer wall. 

  WARNING 1 Users of Class II biological safety cabinets shall have sufficient 
knowledge regarding the handling of pathogenic microorganisms and 
the handling of Class II biological safety cabinets, and in operating 
the cabinet, shall follow the directions given by a person in charge of 
or responsible for biohazard safety. This Standard is not intended to 
address all the safety problems associated with its use. 

  WARNING 2 The clean work station, in contrast with Class II cabinet, is an appa-
ratus designed to send clean air to the work space and to prevent the 
treated sample from being contaminated, and is not intended for en-
suring personnel or environmental safety against biohazards. Alt-
hough the two apparatuses resemble each other in appearance, air-
flow and structure, a clean work station should never be used in 
works requiring biohazard safety measures.  

NOTE 1 The Class II biological safety cabinets, as referred to in this scope, are 
the safety cabinets satisfying the requirements established by the Min-
ister of Health, Labour and Welfare based on the Regulation for En-
forcement of the Act on the Prevention of Infectious Diseases and Med-
ical Care for Patients with Infectious Diseases [Order of the Ministry of 
Health and Welfare No. 99 of 1998, 2 of Article 31, item (x)]. They are 
also safety cabinets stipulated in the Regulation for Enforcement of the 
Act on Domestic Animal Infectious Diseases Control (Order of the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Forestry No. 35 of 1951, 8 of Article 56) and al-
so the research purpose safety cabinets stipulated in the Act on the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity through Reg-


