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GUIDANCE FOR SPONSORSHIP OF ISO TECHNICAL MEETINGS
IMPLEMENTATION DOCUMENT

This document is under the responsibility of the ISO Central Secretariat, to support the
implementation of the Guidance for sponsorship of ISO technical meeting as approved by Council
under Resolution 12/2023.

1 Introduction

ISO technical meetings can be expensive and/or complicated to stage and support, and the
resource requirements may exceed those that an ISO member can itself provide. It is therefore
acceptable for a meeting to have one or more sponsors contributing to its organization and cost.

This document provides guidance to implement Clause SF.2 of ISO/IEC Directives Part 1,
Consolidated ISO Supplement and is applicable to all types of ISO technical meetings, including
subcommittee, project committee and working group meetings.

It is the responsibility of the National Standards Bodies (NSBs) of these technical groups
to address any sponsorship request and provide the dedicated request Form to ISO Central
Secretariat via the Technical Programme Manager (TPM).

2 Conditions

In order to subscribe to ISO values and to protect the ISO brand, the following conditions shall be
respected to allow contributions from sponsors:

a) The terms of the agreement between the host and the sponsor shall state that the sponsor’s
contribution:

. does not entitle its organization/company to unduly influence the consensus building of
the standards development process
. does not imply any endorsement by ISO of its activities, services or products

. does not grant the organization any access or rights over the content or objectives of
the meeting

b) Sponsorship requests which may compromise the reputation of ISO or any of its policies
and principles shall not be accepted. An exclusionary list of sectors/entities which should
not be considered is set out in the Donor Funding Policy, section 3 c)

c) Sponsorship shall not grant undue advantage to a candidate to an ISO technical
governance role (e.g. TC Chairs)

3  Decision-making

Any sponsorship request shall be submitted to the Secretariat of the relevant ISO technical group.
The Secretariat shall consult the Chair of the relevant ISO technical group and the relevant
ISO/CS Technical Programme Manager (TPM) in the assessment process. In addition, the ISO
member in the country hosting the event should also be consulted and to the extent possible
such member should be given the possibility to suggest sponsors.

If the committee leaders (Chair, Committee Manager, Convenor or Project Leader) are
employed or have an interest in the organization wishing to sponsor the event they should
recuse themselves from the decision-making process.

Additional information is available from the ISO Code of Ethics and Conduct.
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4 Modalities

a) Discretion shall be exercised by ISO Central Secretariat and by the Secretariat of the
relevant ISO technical group to ensure the appropriate behaviour of sponsors and their
mention in any official communication.

b) Sponsorship material shall, in principle, not be allowed in the formal sessions of ISO
technical meetings (e.g. during the plenary and WG meetings). Exceptions may be granted
by the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and the TPM, in duly justified cases.

c) Sponsors may:

. distribute promotional material to meeting participants as part of the welcome packages
e.g. notepads, pen

. make low-value products/services freely available to meeting participants without
compromising the official programme of the event

« have an exhibition area outside of the meeting rooms; (e.g. banners, marketing material)

d) Sponsors may finance the following social events related to the technical meeting:
« welcome reception
. gala dinner
« cocktail
. meals/coffee breaks
. technical tours for delegates
. tours for accompanying persons
. any other social event decided by the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chair and TPM

e) Sponsors may also finance other costs related to the technical meetings:
« organizational costs
« infrastructure for the meeting e.g. meeting rooms
« audio and visual equipment

b) Sponsors may not:
« actively promote their products/services during the meetings
. place ISO's name and logo near their company name or logo in any context that could
give the impression of ISO partnering, sponsoring, endorsing, authorizing or promoting
an external company or its activities. Further info is available here:
ISO webpage — ISO name and logo
ISO Connect — Use of the ISO logo
ISO Connect — ISO's trademarks

5 Appeals/Complaints
Any complaints regarding the sponsorship of a technical meeting shall be submitted to the

Secretariat of the relevant ISO technical group. Any appeals to a decision made by the Secretariat
should follow the appeals mechanism specified in the Directives.
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