7 August 2019

ADDITION TO 2019 EDITION OF TMB WORKING PROCEDURES

Background

At their

meeting in November 2018, the ISO/DMT recommended the TMB approve the following

recommendation from TMB/TF 9:

Approve the 3 criteria, to be added to the TMB working procedure #7 ‘promoting coherence
in ISO technical work’ and add a link to this working procedure in the TMB votes forms for
the creation of new TCs/PCs, reminding TMB members to consider these points when they
vote on the structure (new TC/PC/expansion of existing committee) to house the new field
of work.

This recommendation was approved by the TMB in February 2019 (Resolution 23/2019). As the
2019 edition of the TMB Working Procedures have not yet been published, this document
temporarily provides the three criteria the TMB should consider when voting on the establishment
of anew TC or PC.

Criteria

The TMB should take into account the following criteria when allocating an item or a product to a

new or

a)

b)

an existing committee:

Precedence (anteriority) of an existing technical committee and its work, based on its
business plan, scope, work programme and standards already published. A multiplication
of structures at the ISO level can create conditions favourable to overlapping and a loss
of efficiency.

Overall consistency between different topics already allocated to a TC, especially
concerning common/similar approaches to the technical issues and interoperability, taking
into account stakeholder needs and bringing benefits from work already done with similar
products. Different items or products to be grouped in the same technical committee if the
manufacturers are the same.

“Where the majority of experts are”. There is the need to ensure sufficient expertise to
develop future International Standards, taking account of stakeholder diversity
(manufacturers, national authorities, users, research institutes, safety bodies, etc.). This
expertise is the prerequisite to develop high quality International Standards providing
added value and which have an increased acceptance. Therefore, the
number/representatives of available experts in existing committees vs. the
number/representatives of nominated experts from P-members having expressed their
interest to participate in a new committee should be considered. Experts from stakeholder
groups representing the intended addressee (user) of proposed standardization activities
are of particular importance in this context.
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